
Covernment o[ West Benga

Food & Su pplies Department
Khadyashree Bhawan

11A, Mirza Chalib Street, Kolkata-700O87
httpslllq oi.l4lb. gov. i n

Fite No. FS/Sectt.lFoodl \14- 2\ 1-oLL

No. / ssg Date 2410412025

Sub: SOP regarding Replaccmcnt of BRL Rice stocks detectcd by Joint Inspection
team formed by MoCAIi&PD. Gol

Itef: i) Order vidc Memo No. 01- l:S/Scctt./l;oo d /4P 12/2021 (Pt. I) datcd
03 /01/2022 issucd by Sccrctary, Ir&S Dcptt., (;oWI]

ii) llandbook of Quality Control of Storagc & llcscarch (S&R) l)ivision, I)FI)l)
issucd by f oint Commissioncr (S&ll) vidc No.:16-2 /2024-QC0 [I:i: 386657J
dared 27 /06/2024

Food & Suppties Department had issued SOP vide Memo No. 01-
FS/Sectt./Food/4P 12/2021 (Pt. l) dared 03/0112022 wrth a view ro ensure rhal
foodgrains of proper quaLity and quantity are received n .lt[ godowns anC that srrch
received stocks are stored appropriatety prior lo their detivery. The DCF&Ss are to
make regular monitoring and supervision of lhe godowns under them in order to
ensure that the Godowns-in-Charge / Godown Superintendents and the QC
lnspectors are following the said SOP ditigentty and without any exception in each
and every godown under their supervision. The DCF&Ss are the custodians of the
stock in each godown and it is their primary responsibility to ensure that stock is
received as per the specifications of the quatity and quantity and the quatity is
maintained during storage and titt distribution. They are supposed to equip their
team and coordinate with the Storage Godowns-in-Charge accordingly.

The rotes and res pons ibitities assigned to the Godowns in Charge / Godown
Superintendents and the QC lnspectors in the said SOP, espcciatly those penaining to
maintenance of godowns (Para 1); maintenance of necessary equipments and
weighbradge at the godowns lPara 2)i preparation of godowns before receiving the
stocks (Para 3); stlputations relating to Quality Controt at the tirne of receiving the
stocks (Para 4); maintenanco ot stacks (Para 5); preservation of slocks (Para 6) and
stipulations regarding detivery of Forlified Rice (Para 7) shatt be fulty understood and
meticu[ousty imptemented by all statt posted as Godowns-in'Charge or Godown
Superintendents and QC lnspectors in any godown. DCF&Ss shatt also ensure that the
provisions regarding inspection of godowns and physicat verification of stocks (Para 8)

are also carried out regutarly as per the periodicity mentioned in the above relerenced
order.

At the same time, it is atso to be ensured by the DCF&Ss that the provisions ot
the Handbook of Quatity Control. of Storage & Research (S&R) Division, DFPD issued
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by loint commissioner (s&R) vide No. 36 2/2024-QCC (E: 386657) dated 27 /06/2024
are atso foltowed in their godowns. DCF&ss are to give speciat attention to ensure that
the protocots for monitoring the quality of foodgrains stock procured under
Decentratised Procurement (DCp) scheme as provided fot under chapter 9 of the said
Handbook of Quatity contror. are to .owed scruputousLy. To this end, DCF&Ss shalt put
in place a system of inspection ol the godowns where Fortilied Rice stocks are received
and stored. Inspection of the procured stock of Forti{ied Rice shatt be conducted on
monthty basis and mitt-wise stacking may be ensured.

The foodgrains found beyond the Uniform Specification for Grade.A'&
'Common' Rice including Btending Ratio issued by the DFpD (for concerned Kharif
Marketing Season) is considered as Beyond Rejection Limit (BRL). Such stock sf,a{l
not be distributed under the Public Distribution System / any other welfare
scherres.

Pertlnent to mention that the Uniform Spocilication for Grade ,A, & ,Common,

Rlce (Kharif Markctjng Season 2024 25) issued by rhc I)FpD, Gol specifies, inter alia,
that "in case of procurement of fortified rice stock, 1o/o of FRK (w/w) shoutd be
blended with normal rice stock. " Howevet, "blending ratio may varyfrom a range of
0.9 to 1.2o/o by weight in fortified rice subject to satistying the prescribed micro-
nutrients level as per the CoA of FRK."

ln order to minimise the chances ol Fortilied Rtce stocks received in the
godowns being dectared BRL due to faiting the btending ratio, fottowing measures
shatt be implemented without fait:

i) DCF&Ss shaLL ensure that att empanetted rice mitLs have a functionat Dynamic
Btender (weight / toad cetl,based) for Rice and FRK btending having maximum batch
size of 50 kg integrated with bagging machine for detivery of fortafied rice instatted at
att times during their period of empanelment in lerms ot Order vide No. 2615-FS
dated 26/06t2023.

Further, the DCF&Ss, the Director of DDP&S and the procurement Cett of the
Department sha[t ensure regutar and repeated inspcction of att empanelted Rice
Mitts throughout the empanetmenr period to check that the btending of rice with FRK
is being done using onty the Dynamic Btender and the thus produced Fortified Rice
stocks are being bagged onty by the baggjng machine integrated with the Dynamic
Btender.

ii) White imptementing the stiputations retating to euatity Control. at the time of
receiving the stocks (Para 4 of SOp vide l'4emo No. O1-FS/Sectt .lFood/Ap -12/2021
(Pr. l) dared 03/01/2022):

A. Fortified Rice consignmenrs are to be checked by rhe Godown euatity Controt
lnspectors as per the existing procedure for anatysis of food grains (BtS
methods, read with updated amendments). The Godown Quatity controt
lnspectors must ensure that aI bags of fortified rice received at their godowns
compty with Food Safety & Standards (Labetting and Disptay) Regutations, 2020
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and Food Safety & Standard (Fortification of Foods) First amendment
Regutations, 202'1. They shatl atso enter the retevant detaits in the Department's
portat.

B. For Quatitative and Quantitative tests ol fortified rice, the provisions mentioned
under the Handbook of Quatity Control o, Storage & Research (S&R) Division,
DFPD shatl be appticable.

C. Rice millers shatt uptoad the CoA of the FRK batch used and the CoA of the
corresponding Premix in the portat atong with Offer for CMR detivery. The
DCF&Ss shatt check the CoAs in the portat and satisfy themselves of their
authenticity before issuing RRO against the said Otfer.

D. Each consignment / tot of Fortified Rice is to be checked tor physicalparameters
by the QC lnspector of the godown.

E. The Godown Quatity Control lnspectors shatt check the btending ratio
IBLENDING EFFICIENCY TEST (BET)I of each consignment at the time of
acceptance to ensure that the prescribed quantity of FRK is blended with the
conventionat rice to make it fortilied. ln case there is probtem in physicat
separation, a chemicat test (tron spot test) may atso be done to identify the
number of FRKs jn a test sampte of fortified rice. At the time of receipt of each
consignment / lot of Fortilied Rice at their godowns, the Godown Quatiry ControL
lnspectors shall also verify the CoAs ol FRK and the Premix from thcir own togin
by scanning the QR code on the CoAs uptoaded in the portal.

BI,ENDINC IiI;IIICIIiNCY 1-ES'I' (BI]'T):

i) Draw composite sampte from the stocks of tortifjed rice received at the godown.
ii) From this composite sampte, prepare a smatter 50 g sampte.
iii) ldentify the FRKS in this 50 g sampte by visuat examination or iron spot test.
iv) Segregate the FRKS from the sample.
v) Weigh the FRKs segregated from the sampte.
vi) Btending ratio witt be catcutated by weight by weight (Ww) ratio.

The otrered tot ot fortif iod CMR shoutd bc unif ormly ttLended with FRK (1:100)

The Tolerance Limit of Btending Ratio, as s pcc il icd by FSSAI, ranges from -10y0 to
+2Oo/o, i.e.0.9 to 1.2.

(trnrlrrd {\norrtinn nrnrorlrrra fnr ltnali taiivi' Sn^t I'r'ct r'!f lr.rn in li^rrifiod Airo

This is a Quatitalive test only. lt detects whether iron is present or

Quantitative details, inctuding iron ievet and mixture homogeneity are beyond
scope of thas proc ed u re. Time req u ired f or th is test is tess than f ive minutes.

Equipments: Weighing Machine / Balance

Glassware:
1 ) 100 mt measuring cytinder (2 pcs)

2) 50 mt measuring cytinder (2 pcs)

3) 25 mt measuring cyiinder (2 pcs)

4) 100 mt volumetric f task (4 pcs)

5) 100 mt gtass beaker (4 pcs)

not.
the
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6) 250 mt conicat ftask (4 pcs)

7) 250 mtAmber colour glass bottte (for reagent storing) (2 pcs)

8) Ptastic tray (round shape)/petri-d ish (80x70)

9) Ptastic dropper (1 packet) (4 pcs)

10) Distitted water-keeping bottte 250 mt (2 pcs)

Reapcnts or Chemicals reouired:
1) Hydrogen peroxide (H,Or) (6.0% solution)
2) Potassium thiocyanate (KSCN)

3) 350/o Hydrochtoric Acid (HCt)

4) Distitted water (Laboratory grade)

Preparation of reagents/solutions:

Preparation of 107o Potassium thiocyanate (KSCN) solution:

o Take 10 g Potassium thiocyanate in a 100 mtvotumetric ftask. Add 100 mt

distilted water in it. Shake vigorousty untit the totaI salt dissolves.

Preparation of2N HCI (Hydrochloric Acid) solutionr

o Take 83.0 mt distitted water in a 100 mt measuring cytinder. Add remaining'17.0
mt HCt to make the solution 100 mt. Keep this sotution in a 100 ml volumetric
f tas k with cap after gentte sha king.

Solution-1:

. Mixingof 100/o KSCNsotution and 2N HCtsoLulion in 1:1ratio.

. Take 20 rnl10o/o KSCN sotution in a 50 ml measuring cytinder and add 20 mt 2N

HCt sotution in it. Keep this solutaon in a 100 mtbeaker.

Solution-2:

Preparation of 3,Oo/o Hydrogen peroxide (HzOz) solution

. Take 50 m[ 6.00/o Hydrogen peroxide solution in a 100 ml measuring cytinder. Add

remaining 50 mt distitted water to make 100 mt. Keep the sotution in a 100 ml

votu metric ftask with cap.

Procedurc of testins:

. Take 50 g of tortified rice in a petri dish / ptastic tray.

. Pour the Sotution-1 with the hetp of dropper on the fortif ied rice sampte drop by

drop. Make the fortif ied rice sample wet at severaI points, particularty where the
FRKS are seen.

. Wail f or 1-2 minutes.

. lf needed, add Sotution-2 drop by drop with the hetp of dropper.

Result observation:
. Fortif ied rice kernets watt turn RED to DARK RED indicating the presence of lron

forlif ication. Fortified rice kerneLs witt turn BLACK upon drying.
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. lf Sotution-1 does not give satisf actory resutts, Sotution-2 witt indicate the

presence of FRKs by cotouration. Otherwise, fortification by iron has not been

done.
. Segregate the FRKS adentified by iron spot test from the sample.
. weigh the segregated FRKs to confirm il the btending ratio is within the

acceptabte range ot 0.9 to 1.2 : 100 by weight.

However, if the sampte f aits on account of btend ing, an opportunity woutd be
given to the concerned Rice mitter to bring the blending ratio of the rejected stock within
the permissibte range.

Any tot / truck of Fortified Rice found beyond the Uniform Specifications
(inctuding btending ratio) issued by the DFPD, Gol, at the time of recervang rn the
godown shatl be treated as BRL stock and summarily re]ected. The detaits of such
rejection shalt mandatority be recorded both in the Rejection Register to be maintained
at the godown as well as on the Department's portal.

and Ins ection of I) I) st CKS I Il 'f llI
DI;PD officials:

It is to be mentioned that loint Teams ted by DFPD officials including nominated
officer / officiats of State government and the FCI visit and inspect DCP stock in
different food storage godowns and across the suppty chain ot the Pubtic Distribution
System for monitoring quality of foodgrains stock procured under Decentralized
Procu rement (DCP) sc he rn e.

It is, however, observed in several cases that the stock which had been dectared
BRL after anatysis of samples drawn during the visit of the .loint Teams, has been
disposed without fottowing the norms mentioned in the Handbook ol Quataty Controt ot
Storage & Research (S&R) Division, DFPD issued by loinl Commissioner (S&R) vide No.

36-212024-QCC (E: 3866s7) dared 27/06/2024.

So, to ensure quatity of foodgrains in Pubtic Distribution System, especiatty
the stock which is dectared BRL after analysis of samples drawn during the visit of
the Joint Teams the fottowing steps need to be followed strictty tor mon toring
quatity of foodgrains stock procured under Dece nl ra tized Procuremenl (DCP) scheme:

1. DCF&SS witt facititate inspection of DCP stocks by the loint Teams ted by DFPD

officiats which also inctude nominated officer / officiats of state government and
FCI.

2. Two types of inspection may be conducted by the Joint Teams- Periodic /
Monthty inspection and Surprise in spect ion.

3. The periodic / monthty inspection may be conducted of the total procured

stocks under DCP scheme. During the inspection of any FCI district, the Joint
Team may inspect FR / Wheat stocks procured in accordance to the scheme
mentioned betow:
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r l OOo/o upto ,1,000 
MT

z 100/o upto 10,000 l.4T

/ 5o/o lor morc than 1 0,000 N4T

The schedute of such inspection may be intimated to the concerned authoraties
of the State Government before the commencement of inspection.

ln case of quality retated issues observed by the joint Team or during any
comptaint, the Joint Team may increase the number of visits to the said FCI /
Revenue d istrict.

4. Surprise inspection can be conducted at any time by the loint team without
giving any prior n ot ice to the c o nc erned authorities of the State Government.

5. Thero must be clear co retatron between probtem in the quatity of foodgrains in
the area /region vis a vis numbcr of samples drawn percent of test check.

6. Stacking should be done rice mitl-wise as tar as practicabte. However, it the
Joint Team, during inspection of a godown, draws samples from a stack
which has been buitt up of stocks supptied by more than one rice mitt, the
Godown-in-Charge / Godown Superintendent in whose presence the
samptes are drawn witt point out the same to the Joint Team and ensure that
the samples are drawn from the bags of stock supptied by one and the same
rice mil[. This is to be done in order to ensure that if the drawn samptes are
found to be BRL after analysis, onty the rice mitl which supptied the BRL stock in
the said stack is hetd responsible and made ro replace the BRL stock with FAe
slock at their risk and cost. Thc other rice mitt(s) whose supptied stocks in the
same stack are not lound to be BRL shouLd not be made to reptace their stock.

7. The Joint lnspection Team shoutd be requested to provide a statement of the
samples drawn by fitting up the SampLe Drawal Form (see Annexure). This
document shoutd by signed by both the sampi.e drawing authority (Joint
lnspection Team) as wetl as the Godown in-Charge / Godown Superintendent
and/or the Godown QC lnspector in whose presence the sampte was drawn.

8. The stacks of FR stocks from which samples are coLLected by the Joint Team
shall not be detivered or transterred to another ptace untit the anatysis
report is received f rom the DFPD, Gol.

9. The foodgrains found beyond the specitications issued by the DFpD is
considered as Beyond Rejection Limit (BRL), Such stocks shall not be distributed
under the PDS or any other wetf are schemes.

10. Provision for BRL rice stock:

a. ln case of detection of BRL FR stock (inctuding btending ratio) by the
lnspecting Team, a notice shouLd be issued by the concerned DCF&S to the
mitter directing to reptace the BRL stocks with FAQ stock. DCF&Ss shatt
invariabty issue such notices within three (3) working days from the date of
receipt of report / communication of detection of BRL FR stock.

b. The stocks shatt be reptaced by the defautting rice mitter at their risk and cost
pref erabty within thirry (30) days.

c. After reptacement of BRL stocks, concerned DCF&S witt inform the regionat
otfice (Quatity Controt Cetl, Kotkata .lcc.l.oLkir,.t.r.fprj(inntc.ln) with a copy to
the officiats at the Head office under DFPD, Government of lndia ancluding
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the Joint Secretary (PD, BP, NFSA and S&R), DFPD, Gol (at present

ravr.ras(nnrL.lr); the Joint Commissioner (S&R), DFPD, Gol (tir-:r f pii.,r.:rrc In)

and the Assistant Director (S&R), Quality Control Cell, DFPD, Gol (at present
preeti.shLlkl. ,,1rlr; lr) for verilication and certification of reptaced stocks by

Joint team consisting of Group-l officer of the N4inistry, otficers / officiats of
State Government and the FCl. A copy ol this communication shatt atso be
marked to the Director, DDP&S (dd ps2. f s wb(g)gm.rit. corn).

DCF&SS shat[ communicate such information to DFPD, Gol within three
(3)working days after the reptacement of BRL stocks is completed.

d. The reptaced BRL stocks shatt be veritied and cerlified by a .loint Team

consisting of nominaled officers of the DFPD, the State Government and the
FCI.

e. Untess the reptaced stock is verified and certified by the Joint Team, it wil[
not be issued in the PDS or transported to another ptace.

f. The finat Action Taken Repon shoutd be communicated to the Ministry as

wett as to the Directorate of DDP&S immediateLy but not tater than three (3)

d ays after verif ication a nd certification fo r furthe r action.

g. The entire exercise of reptacement of stocks by rice mitter shatt be

compteted within thirty (30) days lotlowed by a request of the state
Government / Agency for verification and certif ication by the loint Team.

h. The certification shatt be compteted as earty as possibte but not more than
two (2) months from the receipt of the request [Para 3(l](d) under Chapter 9
of the Handbook of Quatity Controtl.

i. Any detay in verification and certilication shoutd be communicated by the

DCF&Ss to the Directorate of DDP&S for fottow up action from their end.

Ordinarity, il no response is received f rom QCC / DFPD within seven (7) days

of sending the request for verilication and certification by the Joint Team,

DCF&SS may inform the same to the Directorate of DDP&S. Further
reminders should be sent to the QCC / DFPD, Gol in case of no response or

action.

j. The Director, DDP&S, on receipt of reporl regarding detay in verification and

certification from the DCF&S, shatt take up the matter immediatety but not

tater than three (3) days with the appropriate authority (QCC and DFPD) for
earty ce rtification.

k. As per instructions of DFPD, Gol the certilicate of reptacement shatt be one

of the mandatory documents lor retease of subsidy to the State. Therefore,

the DCF&SS and the Director, DDP&S shatt monitor the entire exercise

ctosety.

11. ll stock of any Rice Mltt is declared BRL by Joinl Team, DCF&S shatt issue

exptanation tetter to the concerned Rice Mitt and take action accordingty as per

rutes. DCF&S may also stop the Rice Mitt from procurement operation on

re peated occurrence.

12. The godown where the stock is detected as BRL, DCF&S shaLl issue explanation
tetter to the concerned Quatity Control lnspector and take action accordingly as

per ru tes.
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13. DCF&S witt rake necessary steps to reverily rhe quatity of foodgrains regularty
through DCF&S / ADCF&S / SCF&S / euaiiry Controt tnspector in the godowns
where BRL stocks have been f ound d u ring lns pect ion of Joint Team.

This order witt take immediate eff ect.

PrincipatS reta ry
to the Government of West Bengat

Food & Su ppties Department

Date:24/04t2025N o. 7Sdy'"r s rsecrr./Food/4 rl - 2"lzoz r

Copy forwarded for information and taking necessary action to:

1.

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9-30.

31.

32.
33.

34.
,)tr

The Director, Directorate ol DDp&S, F&S Depa(ment
The 14 a naging Director, WBSWC
The Director of tnspection & euality Controt, F&S Department
The Dlrector ot Finance, F&S Department
Joint Secretary (PD, Bp, NFSA and S&R), DFpD, Got
Joint Commissioner (S&R), DFpD, Gol
Assistant Director (S&R), euatjty Controt Ce[, DFpD, Got
Ihe General Manager, FCl, West Bengat Region
The District Controlters (F&S) - att
The Assistant Director, eCC _ Kotkata, DFpD, Gol
The PS to the Hon,bte N4lc, F&s Department, GowB
The PS to the Hon,bte MoS, F&s Department, GowB
The Sr. PA to the Principal Secretary, F&S Department, GoWB
The President, Eengat Rice Mitts Association.

Sr. Speciat Secretary
to the Government ot West Bengat

Food & Suppties Department
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Sample Drawal Irorm

Anttexure

I)ato of So u rce of
rcceipt reccipt

(name of
. Rice Mill)

Name of Godown:

District:

Date of Sampting:

Commodity: Fortiried Rice (for anatysis)

Pool
(Central

/ State)

Category
IParboiled

/ Raw)

Sta ck
No.

No. of
Ilags (in

thc
s ta ck)

Quantity
(in

qu inta l)

(irop
Ycar

Shcd
No.

!-
t-

1

1

I

Important Notc:

1. Samples from each stack were drawn in triplicate- one sample was handed over
to the Godown-an-Charge / Godown Superintendent or the eC lnspector of rhe
godown in whose presence the samptes were drawn, and the other two samptes
were taken by the lnspection Team for analysis and report.

2. The stock against the abovementioned stacks no. / sampte shoutd be kept
withhetd untit the analysis repon is received or three (3) months, whichever is
e a rlie r.

Signature of
Godown in-Charge /
Godown Superintendent

Copy to: DCF&S,

Signature of

Godown QC lns pector
Signature of

Sampte d rawing a uthority
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